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ndia is vulnerable, in varying degrees, to a large number of natural as well as 

man-made disasters. About 58.6% of the land mass is prone to earthquakes of I
moderate to very high intensity; over 40 million hectares (12% of total area) is 

prone to floods and river erosions; of the 7,516 km long coastline, close to 5,700 km 

is prone to cyclones and tsunamis; 68% of the cultivable area is prone to drought 

and hilly areas are at risk of landslides and avalanches. Vulnerability, to disasters 

/ emergencies of Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) origin 

also exists. Emergencies, especially those that occur in Nature, only become 

catastrophic events when they combine with vulnerability factors such as human 

settlements and population density. 

The implementation of sound disaster management laws and policies can play an 

important role in mitigating the negative effects of disasters and can contribute 

to the development of more resilient societies. Disasters disrupt progress and 

destroy the hard-earned fruits of painstaking development efforts, often pushing 

nations, in quest for progress, back by several decades. Thus, efficient 

management of disasters, rather than mere response to their occurrence has, in 

recent times, received increased attention, both within the country and abroad. 

In a caring and civilized society, it is essential to deal effectively with the 

devastating impact of disasters, looking at the increased frequency and intensity 

of disasters in recent times. 

In continuation to the successful publication of the first issue of the journal 

“Disaster-Response and Management” from Centre for Disaster Management, it is 

our pleasure to publish Volume II, Issue 1 of the journal “Disaster-Response and 

Management” for the year 2014. The journal will provide an insight to the field 

administrators about the field level disaster management and scientific 

intervensions towards  Disaster Risk Reduction.

PREFACE

Saurabh Jain, IAS
Deputy Director & Director,

CDM, LBSNAA
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Uttarakhand Disaster: 
A Reminder for Introspection

Brig Narender Kumar*

Abstract

Unprecedented disaster in Uttarakhand is an indication of abnormal change in 

climatic conditions. Humans cannot ignore the warning of nature for long. If the 

abuse of natural resources continues to go on unrestricted, disasters will become 

routine and more devastating. There are no easy solutions to this problem. What is 

important is to adopt the sustainable development without causing turbulence to 

avoid climatic catastrophe.

Respect for nature and development of culture to deal with the disaster is need of 

the hour. It is a shared responsibility and every citizen is accountable to contribute 

and prevent a calamity to occur. There is a need to change the mind set and a 

cultural approach is required to prepare present and future generations to, 

mitigate disaster and rehabilitate the nature. 

Every individual, every family will have to act as leader or pioneer to rise above the 

selfish motives to save the precious environmental wealth for our future 

generations. This cannot be deferred or delayed till another disaster strike and 

more lives are lost. 

Key Words

Uttarakhand, Disaster management, Nature, Cultured Approach, Human 

Endeavour, Soldiers.

Introduction

The magnitude and expanse of disaster in Uttarakhand was unprecedented. 

Disaster struck in approximately 40000 square kilometre area, more than 100 

thousand people were stranded and close to one million people were directly or 

indirectly affected by this mountain furry. The disaster highlighted different 

shades of commitment, morality and human struggle for survival in hostile 

environment. Individuals reacted differently, some followed the path of being 

humans first, some kept self-survival as paramount and some took advantage of 

helplessness of the victims. On one side, the nation and the people were assured 

that we have the organisational and national character to stand united to face the 

“ Those who live beyond the confines of morality, their end is often by fire and 

water"
 -Anonymous
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